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CLIMATE ACTION/PUBLIC 
HEALTH AT THE LOCAL LEVEL 
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Health and Climate are Intertwined 
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Public Health 
Adaptation 
Climate 
Change 
 
Web of Impacts and Co-Benefits 
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Climate Change 
•Exacerbates public health 
issues 
•E.g., asthma increase 
Adaptation 
•Target public health issues 
•E.g., closer air quality 
monitoring 
Mitigation 
•Public health co-benefits 
•E.g., VMT reductions lead 
to more physical activity 
and improved air quality 
 
Case Studies 
 Inglewood E/CAP 
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 Bellflower CAP 
 Coachella GPU and CAP 
Bellflower Climate Action Plan 
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 Need: 
 Overt: Grant funded effort to reduce emissions and 
streamline CEQA review in City 
 Covert: Get Council to adopt plan 
 
 Strategy: Focus on co-benefits of CAP 
 Public health outcomes included 
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Where Public Health Addressed 
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Chapter Public Health 
1. Introduction ● 
2. GHG Emissions Inventories 
3. Climate Action Strategies ●# 
3.1 Buildings 
3.2 Urban Form and Mobility ●# 
3.3 Government Operations ●# 
3.4: Preparing for Climate Change ● 
4. Implementation 
Reporting Public Health Benefits 
9 
 
Quantified Co-Benefits 
 Reported: 
 3,571,000 kWh 
 11,000 therms 
 27,932,000 gallons of 
potable water 
 121 tons solid waste 
diverted  
 $451,000 saved 
 Un-reported 
 7,629 lbs NOx 
 674 lbs SOx 
 23,468 lbs CO 
 532 lbs PM2.5 
 802 lbs PM10 
 56,250 new walk trips 
 3 deaths avoided 
 
Outcomes + Reflections 
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 Adopted 4-0 on December 10th! 
 Co-benefits were key to securing approval, especially 
for skeptical 
 
 Additional data on connections between strategies/ 
outcomes would be helpful 
 Greater performance, increased population, or 
increased commitments would be helpful for analyzing 
co-benefits 
 Would have liked to include health targets 
Inglewood Energy/Climate Action Plan 
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 Need: 
 Overt: Grant funded effort to reduce energy use, GHG 
emissions, and address overall community 
sustainability 
 
 
Where Public Health Addressed 
13 
Chapter Public Health 
1. Introduction ● 
2. Energy and GHG Estimates 
3. Climate Action Strategies ●# 
3.1 Lead by Example 
3.2 Increase Energy Efficiency ●# 
3.3 Support Renewable Energy Generation ●# 
3.4 Improve Transportation Options ●# 
3.5 Reduce Consumption and Waste 
3.6 Adapt to Impacts of Climate Change ● 
4. Implementation 
Reporting Public Health Benefits 
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Quantified Co-Benefits 
 13,461,000 kWh 
 236,000 therms 
 447,830,000 gallons of 
potable water 
 844 tons solid waste 
diverted  
 $1,894,000 saved  
 15,809 lbs NOx 
 2,287 lbs Sox 
 44,205 lbs CO 
 1,217 lbs PM2.5 
 1,384 lbs PM10 
 472,000 new walk 
trips 
 4 deaths avoided 
 
Outcomes + Reflections 
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 Public review ended 1/31/13 
 
 Additional data on connections between 
strategies/ outcomes would be helpful 
 Greater performance, increased population, or 
increased commitments would be helpful for 
analyzing co-benefits 
 
What did we learn? 
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Coachella General Plan Update 
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 Comprehensive update of General Plan 
 Long history of interest in health issues 
 Grant funding support: Includes Health Element 
and CAP 
 
 Health leads climate action planning 
 
 Vision includes health 
 Rethink land use 
 Layer health policies throughout the plan 
 Get the transportation and infrastructure system 
right 
 Create a “Health and Wellness Chapter” chapter 
 CAP analyzes new land use patterns 
 EIR includes health analysis of alternatives 
General Plan Approach 
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Healthy Land Use Goals 
1. Walkable, diverse neighborhoods 
2. Neighborhood-serving retail centers / mixed-use 
3. Vibrant downtown 
4. Regional retail and entertainment 
5. Transform corridors 
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4 Commandments of Healthy Land 
Use 
1. Development 
Location 
2. Density / Intensity 
3. Mix of Land Uses 
4. Urban Form and 
Character   
 
All have climate action 
benefits! 
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Analysis of Coachella’s Land Use 
Alternatives 
Key Issues & 
Vision 
Indicators & 
Benchmarks 
• Public Health 
• Climate 
Change 
Analysis of 
Plan 
Alternatives 
• HIA approach 
• CAP 
Evidence-
Based 
Conversation 
/ Decision 
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